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‘POLICE NOT COPING'

Wave of
hijackings
hits Isipingo

BRONWYN GERRETSEN

SIPINGO is under siege
from hijackers, and its re-
sidents are threatening to
take the law into their own
hands because the police are
not equipped to deal with the
severity of the situation.

One hijacking is reported to
have taken place on Friday, and
three on Saturday.

Isipingo ward councillor
Freddie Maistry said that three
hijackings and two attempted
hijackings had happened last
Sunday.

Residents claim that the
police are understaffed and
unable to protect them from
crime.

The latest crime statistics
showed that 199 hijackings had
occurred in Isipingo in 2006/
2007, second only to Pinetown,
which recorded 208 in the same
period.

Maistry said he had heard of
17 hijackings in the area since
the release of the statistics at
the beginning of the month.

Threatened

He said that residents were
considering taking the law into
their own hands.

One resident said there
were only four police officers
on duty over the weekends and
only one vehicle patrolling
eight areas.

“Our police department is
lacking in a big way and the
people are feeling threatened,”
he said.

Police Supt Vincent Mdunge
said he disagreed that there
was a shortage of manpower,
and claimed that all police
stations were equipped with
sufficient officers to deal with

crime prevention, attend to
complaints and to carry out
patrols.

“If members are off sick,
station management has a legal
obligation to make sure sick
leave and other leave is handled
well. This has to be managed
internally at the police
station,” he said.

However, Maistry said there
had been only four officers on
duty on Sunday night when a
murder had occurred in the
area. He said two officers had
been on patrol and two had
been based at the office. He had
been told that about eight offi-
cers had been on sick leave.

He believed that the hijack-
ing rate in Isipingo was high
because the area was close to
places such as Umlazi and
KwaMakhuta, where hijacked
vehicles “can’t be found”.

Toyotas and high-powered
vehicles were some of those
commonly targeted.

Dayzel Samaroo, a co-ordi-
nator of Isipingo District
Against Crime and chairman
of the community policing
subforum for Orient Park, in
Isipingo, said that people who
had been hijacked were “upset”
and “losing confidence” in the
police, with some wanting to
“do things their way”.

He said this meant residents
were prepared to form vigi-
lante groups to protect them-
selves against crime, even if
that resulted in the death of
criminals.

After first meeting the sta-
tion and area commissioners,
Maistry had asked that Com-
munity Safety and Liaison
MEC Bheki Cele meet residents
to hear their concerns. He
hoped the meeting would take
place within two weeks.

MAKING TRACKS

PICTURE: DARRYL MENZIES

RICHARDS Bay bodyboarder Mark McCarthy lines up a barrel on his way to finishing second in the Shark Island Challenge, near Sydney, Australia, on Sunday. McCarthy came
close to winning the event — one of the world’s highest-rated bodyboarding contests — on the famous reef break at Cronulla Point. McCarthy said it had been his dream to surf in
the famous event, one of the hardest contests on the International Bodyboarding Association’s tour

No plans to
stop using DDT

CAPE TOWN: South Africa has
no intention of phasing out the
use of DDT for malaria control,
in spite of studies that have
linked the pesticide to develop-
mental and reproductive prob-
lems in humans, in areas
where it is used.

DDT is used by the Depart-
ment of Health in KZN, Lim-
popo and Mpumalanga. Asked
whether SA would begin phas-
ing it out for malaria control,
Department of Health spokes-
man Sibani Mngadi replied:
“DDT is playing an important
role in keeping malaria cases
very low. I don’t think we will
be moving away from DDT.”
— Mercury Correspondent

Police shoot suspec

JEFF WICKS

ONE of the men thought to be
responsible for the hijacking
and rape of two women leaving
a Westville pub was shot and
critically wounded yesterday.

Another man - also a sus-
pect — escaped, but could have
been wounded in the skirmish
with police and private investi-
gators.

The women, aged 24 and 22,
were hijacked as they left Waxy
O’Connor’s pub in Westville
late last Friday.

They were driven to a house
in KwaDabeka, where they
were held for several hours,
during which time they were
raped repeatedly by one of the
gunmen, while his accomplices
had gone to withdraw money
from their bank accounts.

Later, they were driven to a
secluded area near the Inanda
Dam wall, where they were
forced down an embankment.

Their cries were heard by a

taxi owner, who notified the
authorities and helped the
traumatised women up the
slope. The police, along with
private investigators, received
a tip-off and arrested a man
believed to have been involved
in the incident at Richards Bay
at the weekend.

According to Brad Nathan-
son, a private investigator
hired to look into the matter,
another man had handed him-
self over to the police yesterday.

“The man revealed infor-
mation about the location of
two other suspects who were
believed to reside in Hammars-
dale,” he said.

Nathanson, his team and
police stormed a house in Ham-
marsdale, but found that the
men had gone out for the day.

The investigators settled
down at taxi ranks and other
locations in the area, and lay in
wait for the men.

“As  police detectives
attempted to arrest the two

ed rapist

men as they alighted from a
taxi, they drew firearms and
opened fire on the officers.

“The officers returned fire,
critically wounding one man,
while the other managed to
escape,” Nathanson said.

The wounded man was
hit four times in the chest.
Nathanson praised the police
for their valiant efforts.

“Detectives from Westville
and KwaDabeka have worked
tirelessly, and it shows what
can be accomplished by hard
work,” he said.

Two of the men involved in
the attack are still at large. “We
know who they are and will
find them,” said Nathanson.

Police Supt Vincent Mdunge
also praised the efforts of the
investigators.

Anyone with information
on the incident should tele-

phone Nathanson at
084 4556007 or Insp Adele
Meyer at 031 267 7344.

jeff.wicks@inl.co.za

Matric pupils now under more stress

AMELIA NAIDOO

SOME pupils no longer had
any faith in their teachers, it
emerged as children returned
to school yesterday to face the
intense pressure of catching up
with work lost during the pub-
lic service strike last month.

The pupils spoke of a sense
of abandonment and pressure
on the part of teachers, which
had strained relations.

Teachers were dealing with
stress from pupils, who blamed
them for missing out on work,
while the Department of Edu-
cation was watching them
closely.

A Phoenix high-school
teacher, who would not be
named, reported yesterday that
some pupils were unhappy at
being placed under pressure
because of the teachers’ strike.

“They feel like victims of
the strike, which is justified,”

he said. In Pinetown, education
district monitors were out in
force yesterday to examine not
only teachers’ recovery plans,
but also their attendance
throughout the year and other
records.

In addition, the monitors
visited the classrooms to
observe teachers and pupils.

“What is the need for this?
Teachers already feel pres-
sured as we gear up towards
exams that begin on Wednes-
day. It’s a witchhunt,” the
Phoenix teacher said.

He said the Education
Department should trust
teachers’ judgment, as they
were professionals who knew
what was required to catch up
on lost work.

“The monitoring should be
more supportive and advisory
than act as harassment,” the
teacher said.

The Education Department

had not uniformly requested
recovery plans from schools
and was not monitoring all its
districts. Some schools were
not expected to submit reco-
very plans and where some dis-
trict monitors sat in on lessons,
others merely visited school
principals.

One such school was
Thokozwayo High School, in
the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands,
whose district monitor only
visited the school principal last
Wednesday.

The school was not expected
to submit a recovery plan and
had only provided information
on pupil and teacher atten-
dance, said principal Bongani
Ngcongo.

He said there had been an
“element of resistance” from
pupils to the extra lessons, but
that teachers had managed to
persuade them that it was for
their benefit.

Prof Deevia Bhana, of the
University of KwaZulu-Natal’s
Education Faculty, said that
there was a huge sense of
stress and anxiety among
pupils over not being able to
meet the requirements of
higher-education institutions.

While all grades had been
affected, the stress placed on
matric pupils was significant
compared to the junior grades,
which might have seen the
strike as a holiday, she said.

“There is a sense of aban-
donment. It is a sense that the
teacher doesn’t really care
about my work, and this affects
the teacher-pupil relationship,”
said Bhana.

However, teachers were
bound to their unions and had
a right to strike, she said.

Bhana said that pupils could
suffer emotionally as they
crammed in a large volume of
work in a short time.
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Beauty queen charged
with indecent assault

PIETERMARITZBURG: A
27-year-old beauty queen
appeared in court yesterday
for allegedly forcing herself
on a 33-year-old mental
patient in Hammarsdale.
She appeared in the
Hammarsdale Magistrate’s
Court on an indecent assault
charge. The case against her
was postponed to August 14.
Supt Muzi Mngomezulu
said that the woman was
arrested on Friday after the
man told his mother about
the alleged incident.
Mngomezulu said the
police had received
information that the woman
was a beauty queen.
The woman has to plead to
the charge before she can be
named. - Sapa

Mathe in court again

PRETORIA: The case of
Annanias Mathe, the
Mozambican national
charged with escaping from
Pretoria’s C-Max Prison, was
postponed yet again in the
Pretoria Magistrate’s Court
yesterday.

The case was postponed to
October 5 so that all charges
against him could be
centralised.

Mathe is facing 76 other
charges, which include
housebreaking, theft,
indecent assault, robbery,
attempted rape, possession of
housebreaking implements
and escaping. — Sapa

Tip of the Day

BUYING in bulk does not always
work out cheaper, so it is
worthwhile comparing volumes
and making a quick calculation
to compare the cost of big and
small product packs.
It's surprising how
often it works out to

the same cost, or ~ S
even a few rands . Y
cheaper, to buy two \

smaller packs

rather than the )

‘value pack’. -
lyse.comins@inl.co.za

Tip of a lifetime

ANGOLA (Indiana): The per-
sonal touch earned a waitress a
$10 000 (R98 000) tip when Jes-
sica Osborne, 20, received the
gift from a family of regulars at
the Pizza Hut where she works.

She had told the family how
she twice had to drop out of col-
lege for lack of money. They re-
turned last week and handed
Osborne the money. - Sapa-AP
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PRETORIA: The food
chain was temporarily
disrupted when a rat
refused to be eaten and
instead attacked the
snake that planned to
eat it for dinner.

The young 1.5m boa
constrictor was clearly
feeling sorry for itself
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at the University of Pre-
toria Faculty of Veteri-
nary Science, yesterday.

The snake was bitten
eight to 10 times. Some
of the wounds were so
deep that its vertebrae
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The rat escaped with
its life. Its whereabouts
are unknown. — Mercury
Correspondent
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